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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: '^'^^ 



1 ^^^^ A method for associating search results, said method comprising the steps of: 

2 pr oviding an original Hst of search result s to fC^rsUiser in response to a^st ) 

3 query; ^ ^ t Y'c V-CO 



4 / r ecording the search results selected by the first us er a nd-assojdatingi b e selected 

5 search^res ults with the first query; ( Z ^ C}, ^ J C^i^-^^ J 

6 receiving a second query from a second user, the second query being the same as '^'^ 

7 or similar to the first query; and ^ 1 ^^^^ 

8 pro viding an altern ate list of search results to the second user, th g alternate list 



[3 9 listing those search results from the(OTiginal list that have been associated with the first 



J^IO query due to selection by a user. ^ 2 ^ [o 2o0 



1 2. The method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

2 b efore the step of receiving the second query fro m the second user, providing the 

3 ^^^iginal list of search results to a plurality of other users in response to queries that are 

4 each the same as or similar to the first query: and 



5 recording e ach of the search results selected by one of the other users and 

6 associating the selected search results with the first query, 

7 wherein the altemate list of search results co ntains only those search results from 

8 the original list that were selected by the first user or one of the other users. 
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1 3. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein the step of providing the alternate list 

2 of search results to the second user includes the sub-steps of: 

3 displayin g the original list of search results to the second user; ^ 

4 receivingar equest from the second us er to view th e alternate list of search results; 

5 and 

6 d isplaying j h e alternate list of search results to the _second user. 

1 4. The method as defined in claim 1, wherein the step of recording the search results 

2 includes the sub-steps of: 

3 st oring each selected search result in a q uery database; and 

4 f or each stored searched result, sto ring an alternate results vector for each query 
^ — 

5 for which the stored search result was selected. 
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1 /'^^ ^ rnethod for associating search results, said method comprising the steps of: 

2 providing original lists of search results in response to queries, each original list of 

3 search results being provided in response to one of the queries; 

4 recording the search results s elected by users in response to each of the queries; 

5 receiving another query thatjsj hg-same-as-or similar to one of the queries; and 

6 providing an alternate list of search re sults that contains only those search results 

7 from the original list that have been recorded as being previously selected in response to 

8 the one query. 

1 6. The method as defined in claim 5, wherein the step of providing the alternate list 

2 of search results includes the sub-steps of: 

3 p roviding the orig i nal lis t of search results in response to the one query; 

4 re ceiving a rggu<£S.tJo view the alternate list of search results; and 

5 displaying the alternate list of search results. 



1 7. The method as defined in claim 5, wherein the step of recording the search results 

2 includes the sub-steps of: 

3 storing each selected search result in a query database; and 

4 for each stored searched result, storing an altemate results vector for each of the 

5 queries in response to which the stored search result was selected. 

1 8. The method as defined in claim 5, wherein the step of providing original lists of 

2 search results includes the sub-step of: 

3 for each of the queries, searching a network using the query so as to produce one 

4 of the original lists of search results. 
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1 A machine-readable medium encoded with a program for associating search 

2 resuhs, said program containing instructions for performing the steps of: 

3 providing original lists of search resuhs in respon se to queries, each original list of 

4 search results being provided in response to one of the queries; 

5 recording the search results sglected by users in respons e to each of the queries; 

6 receiving another query that is the same as or sim ilar to one of the queries; and 

7 providing an altern ate list of search results that contains only those search res ults 

8 from the original list that have been recorded as being previously selected in response to 

9 the one query. 

1 1 0. The machine-readable medium as defined in claim 9, wherein the step of 

2 providing the alternate list of search results includes the sub-steps of: 

3 providing the original list of search results in response to the one query; 

4 receiving a request to view the alternate list of search results; and 

5 displaying the altemate list of search results. 

1 11. The machine-readable medium as defined in claim 9, wherein the step of 

2 recording the search results includes the sub-steps of: 

3 storing each selected search result in a query database; and 

4 for each stored searched result, storing an altemate results vector for each of the 

5 queries in response to which the stored search result was selected. 

1 12. The machine-readable medium as defined in claim 9, wherein the step of 

2 providing original lists of search results includes the sub-step of: 

3 for each of the queries, searching a network using the query s^^sto produce one 

4 of the original lists of search results. 
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1 y^z". A system for providing search results, said system comprising: 

2 a searc h engine for providing original lists of search r esults in response to queries, 

3 each original list of search results being provided in response to one of the queries; 

4 a query datab ase for storing the search results selected by users in response to 

5 each of the queries; and 

6 a controller for provi ding an alternate list of search result s in response to another 

7 query that is the same as or similar to one of the queries, 

8 wherein the altemate list of search results lists those s earch results from the 

9 o riginal list that have been recorded in the query dat a base as having been^p reyiously 
10 sele cted in response to the one query . 

1 14. The system as defined in claim 13, wherein the controller includes: 

2 means for providing the original list of search results in response to the one query; 

3 means for receiving a request to view the altemate list of search results; and 

4 means for displaying the altemate list of search results. 

1 15. The system as defined in claim 13, wherein the query database stores each 

2 selected search result, and for each stored searched result, an altemate results vector for 

3 each of the queries in response to which the stored search result was selected. 

1 1 6. The system as defined in claim 13, wherein for each of the queries, the search 

2 engine searches a network using the query so as to produce one of the original lists of 

3 search results. 
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